OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

BLUE EARTH COUNTY, MINNESOTA
September 12, 2000

The County Board of Commissioners met in the Commissioners' Room at 9:00 a.m.  Present were Chairperson Colleen Landkamer, Commissioner Tom McLaughlin, Commissioner Al Bennett, Commissioner Alvis More, Commissioner Lin Barnes, County Attorney Ross Arneson and County Administrator Dennis McCoy.

1.
AGENDA REVIEW
Commissioner Bennett moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to approve the amended Agenda to include an additional Tax Abatement, Revised Personnel Agenda, Settlement Agreement and an Update on County Ditch #86.  The motion carried.  2000-336

2.
COMMISSIONERS’ REPORTS ON COMMITTEES
The Commissioners reported on committees they have attended since the last Board Meeting.

4. MS. JUDY BESEMER, COURT ADMINISTRATOR

Ms. Judy Besemer, Court Administrator, introduced herself and shared her work experience with the Board.   

5. WASTEWATER TREATMENT AND PLANNING STUDY

Dr. Perry Wood, Consultant, gave an overview of the Wastewater Treatment and Planning Study.  

Mr. Craig Austinson, Ditch Manager, gave an update on the grass strip on County Ditch #86.

6.
PUBLIC WORKS

Mr. Al Forsberg, Public Works Director, gave a status report on construction projects and an update on future projects. 


Mr. Doug Westphal, St. Clair City Council, gave an overview of the public hearing held by the St. Clair City Council regarding the proposed closing of Agency Street in St. Clair.

3.
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
Mr. Dennis McCoy, County Administrator, presented the following items for the Board’s consideration.

Commissioner Bennett moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve the County Board Minutes of August 22, 2000.  The motion carried.  2000-337

Commissioner McLaughlin moved and Commissioner Bennett seconded the motion to approve the following Bills:



Bills for the Week of August 28, 2000 – September 1, 2000




Grand Total

$926,989.62



Bills for the Week of September 4-8, 2000




Grand Total

$1,347,107.44



Bills for the Week of September 11-15, 2000




Grand Total

$763,431.81

The motion carried.  2000-338

Commissioner Barnes moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve the following Personnel items:

Resignation of Nancy Pesta-Walsh, Public Health Nurse (C42) effective September 1, 2000.  (Human Service)

Authorization to initiate recruitment for a Public Health Nurse (C42).  (Human Service)

Employment of Colleen Baker, Clerk II (A13) with a starting salary of $9.65 per hour effective September 18, 2000.  (Human Service)

Retirement of William James, Assistant Deputy County Administrator for Land Records (D63) effective September 15, 2000.  (Land Records)

Authorization to initiate recruitment for a Land Records Specialist (B22).  (Land Records)

Resignation of Denise Largent, Dispatcher (B23) effective September 11, 2000.  (Sheriff)

Authorization to initiate recruitment for a Dispatcher (B23).  (Sheriff)

Employment of Brenda Beltz, Management Information System and Accounting Support Specialist (C42), with a starting salary of $16.62 per hour effective September 25, 2000.  (Human Service)

Employment of Anthony Beckius, Mechanic (B23), with a starting salary of $14.42 per hour effective September 25, 2000.  (Highway)

Resignation of Gerry Schmidt, Mental Health Supervisor (C52) effective August 31, 2000.  (Human Service)

Authorization to initiate recruitment for a Mental Health Supervisor (C52).  (Human Service)

The motion carried.  2000-339    (Adjust Budgets Accordingly)

Commissioner Barnes moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve an application for a grant from the MN Department of Corrections for the Model Programs for Adult Female Offenders for Fiscal Year 2001.  The motion carried.  2000-340

Commissioner Barnes moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to approve the following:

RESOLUTION 

BE IT RESOLVED that Dennis McCoy act as the legal sponsor for project(s) contained in the County Veterans Service Officers Grant Application submitted on August 18, 2000 and that the County Veterans Service Officer is hereby authorized to receive grant funds from the Minnesota Department Of Veterans Affairs for funding of this project on behalf of Blue Earth County.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Dennis McCoy has the legal authority to apply for financial assistance, and the institutional, managerial, and financial capability to ensure adequate construction, operation, maintenance and replacement of the proposed project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Blue Earth County has not violated any Federal, State, or local laws pertaining to fraud, bribery, graft, kickbacks, collusion, conflict of interest or other unlawful or corrupt practices.

The motion carried.  2000-341  (Adjust Budget Accordingly)

Commissioner More moved and Commissioner Bennett seconded the motion to approve a Tax Abatement to Marcella Theissen, 540 Point Avenue, Madison Lake R14-05-34-476-006 K-112924, for taxes payable in 2000.  The motion carried.  2000-342


Commissioner Barnes moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to approve the following:

BLUE EARTH COUNTY

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Pursuant to Laws of Minnesota 1990, Chapter 431, the County Board assumed all of the duties and responsibilities of the office of elected County Recorder as of August 1, 1993; and

WHEREAS, The County Board designated Mr. E. William James as the appointed County Recorder for Blue Earth County effective August 1, 1993; and

WHEREAS, Mr. James has submitted his resignation and retirement from Blue Earth County effective September 15, 2000.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT The Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners delegates and assigns the duties and responsibilities of the office of appointed County Recorder to the Deputy County Administrator for Land Records, Mrs. Sandra King, effective September 16, 2000.

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER RESOLVED, That Deputy County Administrator for Land Records, Sandra King, is hereby authorized to sign documents as Treasurer of Blue Earth County for the purpose of recording instruments including but not limited to Plat maps, deeds, mortgages, certificates and similar legal documents necessary to properly record land records documents.

The motion carried.  2000-343

Commissioner More moved and Commissioner Bennett seconded the motion to approve the Energy Assistance Grant.  The motion carried.  2000-344  (Adjust Budgets Accordingly)


Commissioner McLaughlin moved and Commissioner Barnes seconded the motion to approve the following:

Blue Earth County

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Engraved on the Korean War Veterans Memorial in Washington D.C. are the words, “Freedom Is Not Free,” and

WHEREAS, Generations of Americans who have served our Nation in uniform know the truth of this inscription and have paid freedom’s price by leaving behind their homes, families and civilian lives to serve America around the globe.  They have paid the price by suffering injuries, captivity and even death, and

WHEREAS, Joining their ranks are the thousand who have been held as prisoners of war or whose fate has never been resolved.  Many have been lost in the chaos of battle, the grief of their loss made more acute for their families and their fellow Americans because of the inability to determine whether they perished or survived; and

WHEREAS, Americans must never forget those who have borne the indignities and sufferings of captivity in service to our country, those missing in action, or those who died as prisoners of war, far from home and family; and 

WHEREAS, On National POW/MIA Recognition Day, we reaffirm our commitment to those still missing by flying the flag of the National League of Families of American Prisoners of War and Missing in Southeast Asia.  This black and white banner which symbolizes America’s missing, is a powerful reminder to people around the world that our Nation will keep the faith with those who have served and sacrificed.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT The Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners does hereby proclaim September 15, 2000 as POW/MIA Recognition Day and encourages Citizens to join in honoring former American prisoners of war and those whose fate is still undetermined.

The motion carried.  2000-345

Commissioner Bennett moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve a Minnesota Trail Assistance Program Grant Agreement with the MN Department of Natural Resources for the Blue Earth County Snowmobile Trail.  The motion carried.  2000-346


Commissioner Bennett moved and Commissioner Barnes seconded the motion to approve the following:

JOINT RESOLUTION BY AND BETWEEN 

BLUE EARTH COUNTY AND CITY OF MANKATO

REGARDING THE DEVELOPMENT AND FUNDING 

OF A NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY IN 

MANKATO, MINNESOTA

WHEREAS, the City of Mankato and Blue Earth County have jointly acquired a 20-acre parcel for the development of a National Guard Armory and other related community or intergovernmental uses; and 

WHEREAS, Blue Earth County and the City of Mankato staff and representatives of the National Guard and the Minnesota State Armory Building Commission have met and discussed the many details that will arise as a result of this coordinated building effort and the financial obligations which will be assumed by Blue Earth County, the City of Mankato, State of Minnesota, and the National Guard; and

WHEREAS, Blue Earth County and the City of Mankato agree to cooperate on facility planning and funding for said Armory building; and

WHEREAS, in order to facilitate the timely and orderly development of said project, a local government commitment must be secured; and 

WHEREAS, the total cost of the project is estimated at $7,874,917.01.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

Blue Earth County and the City of Mankato jointly resolve:

1. That the cost share for the Armory building shall be shared between the United States Government, the Minnesota State Armory Building Commission, Blue Earth County, and the City of Mankato in the following manner:

Federal Government Share:
75 percent
($5,234,142.71)

MSABC Shares:
12.50 percent
($1,087,379.15)

Local Share:  (12.50% to be split between Blue Earth County and the City of Mankato)

Blue Earth County and the City of Mankato

Blue Earth County Share:
6.25 percent
($776,697.58)

City of Mankato Share:
6.25 percent
($776,697.58)

2. The City of Mankato estimates that the cost site improvements and enhancements will be $505,000.00 with fifty percent (50%) of that cost being allocated to the Armory site ($252,500.00), of which the state will assume a portion of the total cost thereof.  Blue Earth County and the City of Mankato will share the remaining portions of the $505,000. 

3. Blue Earth County and the City of Mankato jointly consent to proceeding ahead with the design and construction of the building including the seeking of bids for the construction of the project. 

4. Blue Earth County and the City of Mankato agree to enter into a letter of understanding with the local Mankato unit of the Minnesota National Guard with regard to user group priorities (including days and hours of availability) and fees to be charged to the City of Mankato and Blue Earth County for the use of the facility.

The motion carried.  2000-347  (Adjust Budgets Accordingly)

Commissioner Bennett moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to approve a Tax Abatement to Engel Dougherty, RR 1, Amboy M47-2304-00100 K-252737, for taxes payable in 2000.  The motion carried.  2000-348

Commissioner Barnes moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve the following:

RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, the County and Gerald Schmidt have reached a tentative agreement resolving all disputes existing between them;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Blue Earth County Board of Commissioners as follows:

1. The resignation submitted by Gerald Schmidt is accepted, effective August 31, 2000.

2. The Board has reviewed and hereby approves the Settlement Agreement and Release of All Claims.

3. The Board Chair and Clerk are authorized to sign the Settlement Agreement and Release of All Claims on behalf of the County.

4. The County Administration is directed to ensure that all necessary notices regarding COBRA health insurance continuation and life insurance continuation under state statues are served upon the employee and a copy of such notices placed in his personnel file, along with a copy of this Resolution and the Settlement Agreement.

The motion carried.  2000-349  (Adjust Budgets Accordingly)

The meeting recessed at 12:07 p.m.

The meeting reconvened at 1:30 p.m.

7.
2001 BUDGET RESOLUTIONS

Mr. Dennis McCoy, County Administrator, presented the 2001 proposed Budget and Levy Resolutions.


Commissioner Barnes moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve the 2001 Proposed Budget:

2001 Proposed Budget

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statues 375A.06 provides that the County Administrator shall prepare and submit to the County Board a proposed annual budget and long-range capital expenditure program including detailed estimates of revenue and expenditures and enforce the provisions of the budget when adopted by the County Board, and

WHEREAS, the County Administrator has prepared such documents and the County Board has met in regular sessions for the purpose of adopting an adequate proposed budget for maintenance of the administrative agencies of county government for fiscal year 2001, and

WHEREAS, the County Board has come to the conclusion that the budget so prepared is adequate and according to form prescribed by Minnesota Statutes;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the preliminary revenue budget of $46,846,843 and the preliminary expenditure budget of $50,092,460 be adopted and certified to the County Finance Director:


Revenue
Expenditure

General
$14,702,706
$13,837,371

Road & Bridge
$12,859,391
$14,372,452

Human Services
$15,685,214
$15,758,720

Building/Capital Purchases
$  1,941,629
$  2,251,130

Parks
$     466,546
$     545,285

Economic Development
$     290,357
$  1,044,197

Waste Management
$       76,000
$     210,000

County Ditch
$     825,000
$  2,073,305





Total
$46,846,843
$50,092,460

The motion carried.  2000-350

Commissioner Bennett moved and Commissioner McLaughlin seconded the motion to approve the 2001 Proposed Levy.

2001 Proposed Levy

WHEREAS, Minnesota Statues 375A.06 require that the proposed property tax levy for the coming year be certified to the County Finance Director by September 15th, and

WHEREAS, the County Administrator has prepared and the County Board has adopted the proposed year 2001 County budget including the property tax levy;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the following year 2001 proposed property tax levy of $16,592,810 be certified to the Blue Earth County Finance Director.

The motion carried.  2000-351

9.
COUNTY FALL UPDATE

Ms. Katie Nerem-Roth, Public Information Coordinator, presented a draft version of the Blue Earth County Newsletter.

8.
MICA ANNUAL REVIEW

Mr. Keith Carlson, Executive Director and Mr. Bob Vanasek, Legislative Liaison, gave an update on MICA Programs, highlights from the 2000 Legislative Session and the outlook for the 2001 Legislative Session.

The meeting recessed at 2:35 p.m.

The meeting reconvened at 3:45 p.m.

10. EDA MEETING

Mr. Dan Jordet, EDA Assistant Executive Director/Treasurer, presented the following items for the Board’s consideration.

Commissioner Bennett moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve the Economic Development Authority Minutes of July 11, 2000.  The motion carried.  2000-352

Commissioner Bennett moved and Commissioner More seconded the motion to approve the following:  

RESOLUTION CERTIFYING THE

 MANAGEMENT OPERATIONS SUBMISSION 

FOR FISCAL YEAR END JUNE 30, 2000

WHEREAS, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development requires Public Housing programs to be evaluated under the revised terms of the National Affordable Housing Act; and

WHEREAS, the Economic Development Authority is held accountable for it’s administrative and management functions, as well as the preservation of affordable housing; and

WHEREAS, data provided by Management Operations Certification is utilized for monitoring, allocation of resources, and on-site confirmatory review;

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Blue Earth County Economic Development Authority approves the Resolution Certifying the Management Operations submission for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2000.

The motion carried.  2000-353

11. CLOSED SESSION REGARDING LITIGATION ON COUNTY DITCH #77

Chairperson Landkamer closed the meeting at 4:20 p.m., September 12, 2000, to hold discussions with Mr. Kurt Deter, Attorney representing the County, to review pending litigation on County Ditch #77.  

Chairperson Landkamer opened the meeting at 4:48 p.m., September 12, 2000. 

Commissioner Bennett moved and Commissioner Barnes seconded the motion to adjourn the Board Meeting at 4:48 p.m.  The motion carried.  2000-354
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