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ü Market values shown on your Truth In Taxation notice 
are final and are NOT a subject for the hearing tonight. 

ü Values for the 2011 assessment (taxes payable in 2012) 
were discussed and established at the local Boards of 
Review and the County Board of Equalization held 
earlier this year. 

ü The Assessment Cycle:

ü Sales October 2009 through September 2010
to set 2011 market values for taxes payable in 2012





ü April

ü August

ü Sept.

ü October

ü Nov.

ü Dec.

County officials begin work on budget

Budget work session

Proposed budget announced
Budget work session

Budget work session

Truth -in-Taxation notices mailed
Budget work session

Budget hearing
2012 budget adopted at Dec. 20 board meeting



ü Levy Authorities

ü Blue Earth County 
üCities or Townships 
ü School Districts 
üRegion Nine Development Commission
ü State of Minnesota

ü Proposed property tax statements include taxable 
market value for taxes payable in 2011 and 2012.  
They also show tax dollars paid in 2011 and an 
estimate of tax dollars payable in 2012. 

ü Changes by the Minnesota State Legislature to the 
Market Value Homestead Credit may mean direct 
comparisons of 2011 figures to 2012 are not valid



ü The 2011 Legislature replaced the Market Value 
Homestead Credit (MVHC) with the Market Value 
Homestead Exclusion.

ü The MVHC was a credit on residential property tax 
statements reducing the tax due.

ü The Market Value Homestead Exclusion reduces the 
value of residential property subject to tax.



Appraised Value 
of Homestead 
Residential 
Property

Market Value 
Homestead 
Exclusion

Taxable Market 
Value as shown 
on Proposed 
Property Tax 
Statement

$76,000 $30,400 $45,600

$150,000 $23,740 $126,260

$250,000 $14,740 $235,260

$350,000 $5,740 $344,260



ü The State of Minnesota is no longer reducing your 
taxes and paying local governments.

ü The reduction in taxable market value increases the tax 
rate applied to all properties. 

ü The reduction in taxable market value shifts the burden 
of who pays.

ü The exclusion provides less benefit to most properties 
than the credit did.



ü Minnesota has two property tax refunds: 

ü regular refund 

üspecial property tax refund  

ü You may be eligible for one or both, depending on 
your income and the size of your property tax bill .



ü A significant portion of the County's 
budget is used to provide programs and 
services mandated by the state or federal 
governments.

ü Blue Earth County's 2012 proposed tax 
levy is a 3% increase from 2011.



TYPE OF  
PROPERTY 

TAXABLE 
MARKET 
VALUE 

*ANNUAL 
COST 

INCREASE 

Residential Homestead/ 100,000 $38 
Ag Homestead House, Garage, 1 acre 150,000 $50 
 200,000 $59 
 300,000 $81 
   
Agricultural Non-Homestead 100,000 $26 
 250,000 $63 
 400,000 $102 
   
   
Commercial/Indust. 100,000 $38 
 250,000 $108 
 500,000 $236 
 1,000,000 $491 
 

* Average impact assuming valuation stays constant



ü Public safety (including probation, 
prosecution, jail staffing and dispatch)

ü Core human services (including mental 
health and child protective services)

ü Transportation improvements

ü Technology

* We are currently in the process of creating a 
new strategic plan.



ü Reduce or eliminate contract/temporary employees

ü Early retirement programs

ü Voluntary furlough

ü Reduce or eliminate services

ü Increased scrutiny on capital expenditures

ü Use of reserves



2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Number of 
Full Time 
Equivalent 
Positions

413.07 417.86 413.42 393.86 395.20



Property Tax 
Levy, 

$29,148,775 , 
39%

State & Federal 
Revenue, 

$29,257,188 , 
39%

Fees for 
Services, 

$11,647,566 , 
16%

Other 
Revenue, 

$4,509,007 , 6%



General Fund, 
$22,131,461 , 

29%
(Administration, 
County Attorney, 
�6�K�H�U�L�I�I�·�V���2�I�I�L�F�H����
Environmental 

Services, Taxpayer 
Services, Library and 
other departments)

Public Works & 
Parks, 

$20,794,537 , 
27%

Building & 
Capital, 

$4,673,100 , 6%

Human 
Services, 

$28,060,369 , 
37%

Ditch , $603,000 
1%


