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Variance to reduce the required side yard setback from 10 feet to 1 inch for the purpose of
constructing a handicap accessibility entrance in a Rural Townsite Zoned District. Said
property is described as Lots 1 & 17 and parts of 18, Block 3; Cambria Township.

Applicant
Cambria Presbyterian Church
23497 494" Lane
Lake Crystal, MN 56055

Request
To reduce the required side yard setback from 10 feet to 1 inch for the purpose of
constructing a handicap accessibility entrance.

Location
Cambria Townsite Lots 1 & 17 and 18 except South 10 feet, Block 3.

SITE INFORMATION
Zoning :
Rural Townsite

Project Description
The applicant owns a 0.458 acre parcel that consists of a Church and a parsonage with a
garage. The existing church is currently approximately 10 feet from the side yard. The
proposed construction would be would be to the South West side of the existing church.
As a result, the applicant is requesting a variance to reduce the setback to 1 inch from the

side yard.

Adjacent Land Use, ¥4 mile
North: Wetland, 3 residences, and View St ,
South: Crop land, 6 residences, Elm St, State Hwy 68, and CSAH 6
East: Crop land, Wetland, 18 residences, and Maple St
West: Crop land, Wetland, 11 residences, Ash St, and State Hwy 68

County Land Use Ordinance :
Sec. 24-193. (c) Side yard regulations. There shall be a side yard having a width of not
less than ten feet on each side of the main building in the RT district. One additional foot
of side yard is required for each dwelling unit exceeding three units.

Section 24-47, Subp. (d) 1-a, states that "the Board of Adjustments has the power to
vary or modify the strict application of this chapter in cases in which there are practical
difficulties or unnecessary hardships in the way of such strict application; no variance or
modification of the uses permitted within a district shall be allowed, except as otherwise
provided in this chapter."
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Applicant’s Statement of Practical Difficulty\Hardship
The applicant is already 10 feet from the side yard. The proposed construction will
provide access to the church for the members that need handicap accessibility. The
handicap accessibility construction will leave 1 inch between the construction and the
side yard line. There is still enough room between the proposed construction and the
adjacent home to allow for emergency vehicles.

Township Review
The applicant presented their request to the Cambria Township Board at their June 9,
20089 meeting. The Township Board approved the request with no concerns.

Sanitarian’s Report
See attached report.

Findings of Fact Supporting an Area Variance

An area of variance may be granted only where the strict enforcement of county zoning controls
will result in “practical difficulty”. A determination that a “practical difficult” exists is based
upon the consideration of the following criteria as defined by the Minnesota Supreme Court in In
re the Matter of the Decision of County of Otter Tail Board of Adjustment to Deny a Variance to
Cyril Stadsvold and Cynara Stadsvold.

1. Is the Request a substantial variation from the intent of the zoning ordinance? Why or
why not?

2. Will the request have an adverse effect on government services? Why or why not?

3. Will the requested variance effect a substantial change in the character of the
neighborhood or will it result in a substantial detriment to neighboring properties? Why
or why not?

4. Ts there a feasible method to alleviate the practical difficulty without need of a variance?
(Economic considerations play arole in the analysis under this factor) Why or why not?

5. How did the practical difficulty occur? Did the landowner create the need for the
variance? Explain.
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6. In light of all of the above factors, would denying a variance serve the interests of
justice? Why or why not?

Recommendations

Staff recommends approval of the request to reduce the required side yard setback from 10 feet
to 1 inch for the purpose of constructing a handicap accessibility lift with the following
condition:

1. That the applicant shall obtain a construction permit for the proposed construction.

Attachments

A-1, General Location Map
A-2, General Site Map

A-3, Proposed Construction
A-4, Survey Drawing

A-5, Sanitarian’s Report



Cambria

See Cambria Twp. (page 3)

Minnesota

A-1
Attachment
' General Location Map



