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Variance to reduce the required side yard setback on the East side of the property
from 50 feet to 10 feet for the purpose of adding a home addition, and to reduce the
required side yard setback on the West side of the property from 10 feet to 5 feet for

the purpose of constructing a cold storage shed in the Agricultural Zoned District.

Said property is described as in the NW % of the NE %4, Section 21, Jamestown

Township.
Applicant
Nicholas and Christine Dylla ‘
61225 243" St
Madison Lake MN 56063
Request

To reduce the required side yard setback on the East side of the property from 50 feet to
10 feet for the purpose of adding a home addition, and to reduce the required side yard setback
on the West side of the property from 10 feet to 5 feet for the purpose of constructing a cold
storage shed.

Location

Commencing at the NW corner of the Northeast Quarter of Section 21, Township 109
North, Range 25 West; thence South 856.17 feet along the West property line of the vendors
herein; thence East 127.5 feet parallel to the North line of the Northeast Quarter of said Section
21; thence North 856.17 feet parallel to the West line of the Northeast Quarter of said Section 21;
thence West 127.5 feet along the north line to the Northwest Corner of the Northeast Quarter of
said Section 21 to the point of beginning.

SITE INFORMATION
Zoning
Agricultural

Project Description
The applicant owns a 2.5 acre parcel that consists of an outbuilding and an existing home.
The existing home is currently approximately 10 feet from East side of the property line.
The proposed home construction would be would be to the South side of the existing
home, not encroaching the proposed 10 foot side yard setback. The proposed construction
on the West side of the property is for a cold storage building. A variance was granted in
1991 for a side yard setback of 24 feet for a home addition. The Blue Earth County Code
states that an accessory structure only needs to be 10 feet from the property line. With the
contour of the property and placement of existing buildings and current septic, the
applicant is requesting a 5 foot setback for the 30 x 40 foot cold storage building.

Adjacent Land Use, % mile

North: Crop land and CSAH 16
South: Crop land, wetland area and an un-named pond
East: Crop land, wetland area, and 3 residences

West: Crop land and wetland area
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County Land Use Ordinance
Section 24-113. (c) Side yard regulations. There shall be a side yard having a width of
not less than 50 feet on each side of a building in the A district.

Section 24-47, Subp. (d) 1-a, states that "the Board of Adjustments has the power to
vary or modify the strict application of this chapter in cases in which there are practical
difficulties or unnecessary hardships in the way of such strict application; no variance or
modification of the uses permitted within a district shall be allowed, except as otherwise
provided in this chapter."”

Applicant’s Statement of Practical Difficulty\Hardship
The applicant’s existing home is already 10 feet from the East side yard. The proposed
construction is to the South of the existing home, not encroaching any closer than the 10
foot side yard setback. The variance request for the West side of the property is for a 5
foot setback instead of the standard 10 foot setback. This is due to the placement of the
current septic system, the contour and slope of the property, and the placement of existing
buildings.

Township Review
Our office received a letter from Jamestown Township on June 26, 2009 stating:

“Nick Dylla has asked Jamestown Township to approve a setback variance on his
property located at 61225 243 St, Madison Lake MN. The reason for the request is the
size of his lot does not allow him to build where he want’s to and remain compliant with
existing setback distances. Jamestown Township approves this request if it is in
accordance with Blue Earth County Planning and Zoning.”

Sanitarian’s Report
See attached report.

Recommendations ,
Staff recommends approval of the request to reduce the required East side yard setback
from 50 feet to 10 feet for the purpose of constructing an addition to the existing home
and to reduce the West side yard setback from 10 feet to 5 feet for the purpose of
constructing a cold storage building with the following conditions for both side yard
setbacks:

1. That the applicant shall obtain a construction permit for the proposed construction.

2. Protect and maintain setbacks to the septic system components; 20 feet from the mound,
10 feet from the tank and maintain surface water diversion away from the mound.

3. During construction do not allow for any equipment on the mound of the septic system.

Findings of Fact Supporting an Area Variance

An area of variance may be granted only where the strict enforcement of county zoning controls
will result in “practical difficulty”. A determination that a “practical difficult” exists is based
upon the consideration of the following criteria as defined by the Minnesota Supreme Court in In
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re the Matter of the Decision of County of Otter Tail Board of Adjustment to Deny a Variance to
Cyril Stadsvold and Cynara Stadsvold.

1. Is the Request a substantial variation from the intent of the zoning ordinance? Why or
why not?

2. Will the request have an adverse effect on government services? Why or why not?

3. Will the requested variance effect a substantial change in the character of the
neighborhood or will it result in a substantial detriment to neighboring properties? Why
or why not?

4. Ts there a feasible method to alleviate the practical difficulty without need of a variance?
(Economic considerations play a role in the analysis under this factor) Why or why not?

5. How did the practical difficulty occur? Did the landowner create the need for the
variance? Explain. '

6. In light of all of the above factors, would denying a variance serve the interests of
justice? Why or why not?

Attachments

A-1, General Location Map
A-2, General Site Map

A-3, Proposed Construction
A-4, 2 Foot Contour Map
A-5, Sanitarian’s Report
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