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Solid Waste, Recycling
Burn Barrel program update
Electronics recycling
Multi-County Solid Waste meeting
Tri-County Solid Waste meeting

Ponderosa Landfill
Liner cover for new cells
Landfill gas-to-energy grant
Mattress disposal
Teal Operations contract

Department Staffing
Veryl Morrell retired 12/31
Replacing from within
Staff hiring freeze

Miscellaneous

Sewer extension to Lakes Region

Air, Water and Waste Conference

Clean Air and Climate Protection model

Electronic Permitting Request for Proposal (RFP)
May release, proposals returned in June
Proposals rejected
New RFP developed, Prepared for release in December
Delayed again because of budget issues

Next scheduled meeting - March 19, 2009

Information Articles
Free Press “Role Model”
Free Press “New ‘Home Sharps’ Disposal Program Underway”
Lake Crystal Tribune “Burn Barrel Program Vouchers to Expire”
Free Press “Electronics Recycling No Longer Free Starting Today”
Star Tribune “Talking Trash”
USA Today Snapshots “Where 01d Electronics Go When They Die”
Star Tribune “The Crash of Trash: Recycling Goes Bust”
Star Tribune “Recycling Rough Spot”
Free Press “Trashed: Recyclables Market Bottoming Out”
USA Today “Down Market Curbs Recycling”
Waste & Recycling News “Recycling Touted as GHG Reducer”
Pierre Capital Journal “Trash to Cash”
Star Tribune “MPCA Chief is Leaving for Private-Sector Job”
Star Tribune “Legacy Spending Must Pass Smell Test”
Star Tribune “Newly Appointed Council to Meet Monday”
Star Tribune “Farmers Ripping Out Trees to Avoid Tax Hit”
Star Tribune “Tax Breaks for Going Green”
Readers Digest “Quick Study: Alternative Study”
Star Tribune “Target Center Green Roof Likely to Get Green Light”
Star Tribune “Geothermal Energy Use Gets Hotter”



Dan Linghan

With its common areas and more visible cells, the jail features a new strategy for inmate monitoring.

"Role model

By Dan Linehan
Freg Press Staff Writer

MANKATO — A federal correc-
tions official was in Mankato
Tuesday touring Blue Earth
County’s nearly finished Justice
Center and overseeing the produc-
tion of a video of the jail as a
model for other counties.

Cheryl Paul, a correctional pro-
gram specialist with the National
Institute of Corrections, said the
agency is taping four “hand-picked”
counties nationwide to create a
video on jail planning. Paul and a
crew of videographers followed
county officials on a tour of the
jail.

Among the security upgrades in

* New Justice
Center drawing
notice from D.C.

the new jail is the so-called “direct
supervision” style that allows cus-
tody officers to watch inmates, said
Dennis Liebert, a Colorado-based
consultant who has worked closely
with the county. That’s superior to
the current jail’s “linear” or
“remote” monitoring, which puts
inmates out of staff members’
sight.

The new jail features large
rooms with two levels of cells lin-

ing the walls, with a common area
in the center. The existing jail in
the Law Enforcement Center has
corridors with cells set off, more
like the halls of a school.

The new strategy is also expect-
ed to be safer for staff and more
efficient to monitor. Overall, more
custody officers will be needed, but
the jail will more than double in
size, from 75 beds to 196. This
excess capacity may also be sold to
other counties.

A large fence added to the jail's
exterior isn't a last-ditch security
measure; it’s meant to keep out-
siders out, not inmates inside.

The jail is expected to accept
inmates on about April 15, though
that may yet change.

!
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Pat Christman

Suanne Banfield stopped by the Blue Earth County Recycling Center
Tuesday to take advantage of the waning days of free electronics
recycling. The last day of free electronics recycling is Wednesday in
Blue Earth County, but it may resume later this year.

Electronics recyeling no
longer free starting today

By Dan Linehan The change comes after
Free Press Staff Writer the state mandated elec-

tronics recycling in July of
MANKATO — 2007, Garth Hickle of the

Electronics recycling will Minnesota Pollution
no longer be free in.Blue Control Agency said.
Earth County starting The MPCA then insti-
Thursday after a program tuted a program forcing
that funded the recycling manufacturers to pay for
has temporarily run out of ‘

money. Please see RECYCLING, Page B3

Januory 14, 2008 The Free Press,

Continued from Page B

the recycling of 60 percent
(now 80 percent) of the
weight of the products they
expect to sell. The manufac-
turers typically signed con-
tracts with recycling compa-
nies, which in turn work
with counties to offer the
free recycling.

But during the first year
of the program, consumers’
response to the free recy-
cling was more enthusiastic
than expected, with 34 mil-
lion pounds of electronics
recycled.

The program also has a
provision that allows manu-
facturers to carry over recy-
cling “credits” earned by
consumers’ recycling. And
given the response in the
first year, many manufactur-
ers used their quota, and
then some, and stopped pay-
ing for the recycling. ‘

The program runs on the
state’s July 1 to June 30 fis-
cal year, and the MPCA’s

Hickle said free recycling
may return to many counties
when the program’s third fis-
cal year begins this July.

Gtill, Hickle said some
counties may still offer free
recycling. - .

Suanne Banfield stopped
by the Blue Earth County
Recycling  Center  in
LeHillier Tuesday to take
advantage of a final few days
of free recycling. She lives
just outside Mankato and
doesn’t receive recycling
pickup, so she’s used to the
recycling center.

Her trip would be at least
$10 costlier on Thursday, as
she dropped off a computer
monitor. :

The cost of recycling tele-
visions runs from $10 to
$50, stereos cost $35 and
other item prices vary. All
Sony items can still be recy-
cled free at the recycling cen-
ter.

For more information, call
the recycling center at 507-
304-4242. ’ ‘



Household Hazardous Waste Facility Yearly Totals

Participation Fluorescent Bulbs (various sizes and shapes)
Year Cars Housholds Year Bulbs
2008 2,729 3,066 . - 2008 6,455
2007 2,897 3,255 2007 5,855
2006 2,207 2,480 2006 5,508
2005 2,159 2,426 2005 5,938
2004 2,630 2,955 ' 2004 6,195
2003 2,641 2,968 2003 5,066
2002 2,555 2,871 2002 4,276
2001 2,245 2,522 2001 5,701
2000 2,241 2,518 2000 5,650
1999 2,224 2,499 1999 5,784
1998 2,203 2,466 1998 5,086
1997 2,180 2,449 1997 4,560
1996 2,220 2,472 : 1996 4,711
1995 1,876 2,11 1995 5,540
1994 1,748 1,951 1994 3,290
Product Reuse Latex Paint (recycled into paint products)
year pounds fons year drums pounds fons
2008 40,693 20.35 2008 118 76,936 38.47
2007 42,456 21.23 2007 124 80,848 40.42
2006 39,943 19.97 2006 96 62,592 31.30
2005 36,604 18.30 2005 112 73,024 36.51
2004 43,943 21.97 2004 117 76,284 38.14
2003 39,605 19.80 2003 103 67,156 33.58
2002 38,668 19.33 2002 97 63,244 31.62
2001 34,486 17.24 2001 112 73,024 36.51
2000 33,526 16.76 2000 109 71,068 35.53
1999 32,446 16.22 1999 101 65,852 32.93
1998 34,422 17.21 1998 104 67,808 33.90
1997 29,816 14.91 1997 92 59,984 29.99
1996 31,364 15.68 1996 82 53,464 26.73
1995 29,115 14.56 1995 70 45,640 22.82
1994 27,186 13.59 - 1994 83 54,116 27.06
Metal Recycled (mainly paint cans) Oil Base Paint (incinerated for energy source)
year pounds tons year drums pounds tons
2008 24,800 12.40 2008 74 45,806 22.90
2007 32,040 16.02 2007 77 47,663 23.83
2006 26,040 13.02 2006 68 42,092 21.05
2005 28,080 14.04 2005 74 45,806 22.90
2004 31,060 15.53 2004 ’ 74 45,806 22.90
2003 27,440 13.72 2003 68 42,092 21.05
2002 24,880 12.44 2002 60 37,140 18.57
2001 29,850 14.93 2001 75 46,425 23.21
2000 31,260 15.63 2000 79 48,901 24 .45
1999 33,680 16.84 1999 82 50,758 25.38
1998 31,060 16.53 1998 94 58,186 29.09
1997 23,760 11.88 1997 72 44 568 22.28
1996 33,300 16.65 1996 83 51,377 25.69
1995 26,040 13.02 1995 59 36,521 18.26

1994 19,860 9.93 1994 82 50,758 25.38



Cardboard Recycled (cardboard boxes) Fuels (incinerated for energy source)

year pounds tons year drums pounds tons
2008 2,350 1.18 2008 17 7,650 3.83
2007 2,510 1.26 2007 15 6,750 3.38
2006 2,000 1.00 2006 15 6,750 3.38
2005 2,280 1.14 2005 14 6,300 3.15
2004 2,715 1.36 2004 14 6,300 3.15
2003 2,380 1.19 2003 15 6,750 3.38
2002 - 2,180 1.09 2002 19 8,550 428
2001 2,460 1.23 2001 15 6,750 3.38
2000 2,560 1.28 2000 16 7,200 3.60
1999 2,905 1.45 1999 16 7,200 3.60
1998 3,426 1.71 1998 22 9,900 495
1997 1,920 0.96 1997 17 7,650 3.83
1996 2,530 1.27 1996 19 8,550 4.28
1995 19 8,550 4.28
1994 15 6,750 3.38
Lead Acid Batteries (recycled) Small Paint Cans (incinerated for energy source)
year pounds tons year pounds tons
2008 5,200 2.60 - Since 2004 this waste is being bulked
2007 6,195 3.10 2007 0.00
2006 7,319 3.66 2006 0.00
2005 5,810 2.91 2005 0.00
2004 6,717 3.36 2004 0.00
2003 8,020 4.01 2003 2,836 1.42
2002 7,110 3.56 2002 2,871 1.44
2001 5,901 2.95 2001 3,534 1.77
2000 6,615 3.31
1999 2,954 1.48 Roof Tars (incinerated for destruction)
1998 5,620 2.81 year pounds tons
1997 2,206 1.10 Since 2004 this waste is being bulked
1996 2,580 1.29 , .2007 0.00
1995 1,500 0.75 2006 0.00
2005 0.00
2004 0.00
2003 1,350 0.68
Lab Pack Materials (incinerated for destruction) 2002 2,738 1.37
year pounds tons
2008 2,730 137 MDA Waste Pesticides (incinerated for destruction)
2007 2,069 1.03 year pounds tons
2006 2,590 1.30 2008 5,397 270~
2005 1,323 0.66 2007 6,208 3.10 *.
2004 1,439 0.72 2006 . 5,480 274 *
2003 2,031 1.02 : 2005 . 6,563 3.28 *
2002 1,787 0.89 ' 2004 3,415 1.71 *
2001 2,355 1.18 2003 3,871 1.94
2000 2,467 1.23 N 2002 2,580 1.29
1999 4,300 2.15 2001 3,827 1.91
1998 5,340 2.67 2000 6,499 3.25
1997 8,351 4.18 1999 3,912 1.96
1996 6,679 3.34 1998 3,350 1.68
1995 3,750 1.88 *MDA paid no disposal for any pesticides in 2002 and 2004,

this was treated as a lab pack and paid for by us. In 2003 MDA



