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Needle
disposal to

get easier

NEEDL S
Program to
make disposal
less expensive

8y Dan Linehan
Free Press Staff Writer

Continued from Page 81

Please see NEEDLES page 82

That might have been

enough for Jean Lundquist
recycling coordinator Blue
Earth County But what

really brought it to the fore

front was afriend who got a

fmger poked from handling
recycling she said In addi

tion to the obvious threat of

disease those poked may

have psychological prob
lems nurtured by the

unknowable Whose needle

was this and why were they
usingit

Currently people with

sharps can purchase a con

tainer then fill it up and

mail it away all of which
costs between 20 and 40

per container Lundquist
said Considering some

people go through multiple
needles per day they re

typically single use supplies
those containers can fill

up fast

Lundquist s program
charges a fee of 2 for each

container up to a gallon
The container should be

made of heavy plastic such

as the type used for clothing
detergent and have screw

on caps Ice cream buckets
and coffee cans for exam

ple are too thin and have

caps that can pop off

They can be dropPed off
at Snyders Drug Store at

602 S Front St in Mankato
between 9 30 am and 6

p m Anyone can partici
pate

And to accommodate the
schedule of the collection

company thesharps have to

be dropped offevery fourth

Thursday That s not the
fourth Thursday of every
month but every fourth

Thursday The first collec
tion is this Thursday March
26

MANKATO Even if Deb

Vogelsang s patients yant to

dispose of their syringes
responsibly the only alterna

tives to the trash are costly and

time consuming
Thats why I think having a

sharps program makes good
sense for the peace of mind for

people disposing their sharps
but also people handling the

garbage said Vogelsang an

endocrine nurse practitioner at

Immanuel St Joseph s specialty
clinic

Proper disposal of sharps a

blanket term for medical

devices with needles has long
been a concern Only two local

governments in Minnesota

have programs to help
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