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Solid Waste, Recycling

2008 SCORE Report
66.6% recycling rate
8 % source reduction and yard waste credit
74.6% total
Resolution to extend Solid Waste plan

Ponderosa Landfill

Consultant fall planning meeting
Landfill gas feasibility study
Possible future requirements for landfills capturing green
house gases
Life cycle analysis
Fall flyover survey
Study to determine available on-site clay availability
Industrial waste management plan
New stormwater rules
Areas for special waste collection
Leachate irrigation
MPCA proposing future EAW requirements for landfills

Household Hazardous Waste

Facility closing October 27

Business Bulb Collection - Xcel Energy
Stormwater rules also apply

Safety program

Miscellaneous

Xcel construction of cell 7 completed
HIN1l flu planning
New septic ordinance being developed
Electronic Permitting system
Pictometry technology
County Green Government Committee meeting
Energy Star resolution
Climate Protection model

NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING - November 19, 2009

Information Articles

Parade Magazine “The Push to Expand Bottle Bills”

Elk River Star News “GRE Drafts Plan to Purchase RRT”

Star Tribune “Recycling Takes Off - If It’s Simple”

Scientific American “The Not So Green Skies”

Duluth News Tribune “Junk Hoarders Out of Control, WLLSD Says”

Star Tribune “Pharmaceuticals Collector Admits to Selling Xanax,
Other Drug”

Star Tribune “One Silver Lining of the Economic Downturn”

Star Tribune “A History-Making Landfill Do-Over”



Reader’s Digest “Where Our Garbage Goes”

Time Magazine “Where Pneumatic Tubes Rule. In Sweden, a Smart Way
to Move Garbage” ‘

Time Magazine “Going Green: Better Bulbs”

Star Tribune “The Planet’s Price”

Pierre Capital Journal “Hughes County Rezone Would Allow Residential
Wind Turbines”

Popular Science “Put the Earth to Work”

Free Press “Heating Up: Geothermal Systems Becoming More Popular”

Star Tribune “Interest Grows in Turning Algae into Motor Fuel”

Star Tribune “Less Pollution, Less Free Earth”

Star Tribune “Green Backlash”

Star Tribune “It Isn’t Always Easy to be Green in the Suburbs”

Star Tribune “Cities Weigh Green Features vs. Expense in New
Buildings”

Star Tribune “Green Can Be an Illusion in Construction”

Star Tribune “A Troubling Bypass”

Star Tribune “Glaciers Shrinking at Faster Rate, Study Finds”

Star Tribune “Arctic is Warmest Since 1 B.C.” ‘

Star Tribune “Green Games”

Scientific American “Prioritize the Carbon Strategy”

Parade Magazine “Will ‘Cap and Trade’ Really Work?”

Star Tribune “Help Enlisted to Diagnose Erosion Along Riverbank”

Star Tribune “Drinking Water Did This”



County Tons collec Total MSWPercent of Source red Yard waste Recycling rate with credits
Aitkin 2,620 11,455 22.9% 3% 5% 30.9%

Anoka 138,300 326,182 42.4% 3% 5% 50.4%
Becker 10,964 29,813 36.8% 3% 5% 44.8%
Beltrami 6,320 32,087 19.7% 0% 5% 24.7% ,
Benton 59,634 84,425  70.6% 3% 5%  78.6% ( N
Big Stone 1,539 4,877 31.6% 3% 3% 37.6% PQ JMa ’\a'r"‘
Blue Earth 66,593 100,047 66.6% 3% 5% 74.6%

Brown 17,852 32,667 54.6% 2% 0% 56.6% 200(2
Carlton 6,191 20,338 30.4% 3% 5% 38.4%
Carver 38,873 86,912 44.7% 3% 5% 52.7%

Cass 12,364 29,102 42.5% 1% 5% 48.5% W W bL(S
Chippewa 2,894 12,477 23.2% 1% 5% 29.2%
Chisago 8,648 32,800 26.4% 3% 5% 34.4%

Clay 21,589 49,556 43.6% 3% 5% 51.6%
Clearwater 1,233 5,308 23.2% 3% 0% 26.2%

Cook 1,338 6,505 20.6% 3% 5% 28.6%
Cottonwoor 4,392 11,552 38.0% 2% 5% 45.0%
CrowWing 39,519 78,119 50.6% 8% 5% 63.5%
Dakota 217,969 462,374 47.1% 3% 5% 55.1%

Dodge 6,962 16,874 41.3% 3% 5% 49.3%
Faribault 7,263 17,264 42.1% 3% 5% 50.1%
Fillmore 3,043 13,197 23.1% 3% 5% 31.1%
Freeborn 14,917 41,154 36.2% 3% 5% 44.2%
Goodhue 16,482 44,309 37.2% 1% 5% 43.2%

Grant 759 3,675 20.6% 0% 5% 25.6%
Hennepin 596,972 1,480,673 40.3% 3% 5% 48.3%
Houston 2,814 8,805 32.0% 3% 5% 40.0%
Hubbard 5173 20,105 25.7% 3% 5% 33.7%

Isanti 11,038 34,415 32.1% 3% 5% 40.1%

ltasca 11,774 38,380 30.7% 3% 5% 38.7%
Jackson 4,146 10,575 39.2% 3% 5% 47.2%
Kanabec 2,513 10,365 24.2% 2% 5% 31.2%
Kandiyohi 7,293 32,332 22.6% 2% 5% 29.6%
Kittson 577 2,366 24.4% 3% 5% 32.4%
Koochichin 3,137 11,436 27.4% 1% 5% 33.4%

Lac qui Pal 2,432 7,297 33.3% 3% 5% 41.3%

Lake 2,979 9,080 32.8% 2% 5% 39.8%

Lake of Thi 892 3,747 23.8% 1% 5% 29.8%

Le Sueur 11,407 27,126 42.1% 3% 5% 50.1%
Lincoln 890 3,776 23.6% 3% 5% 31.6%

Lyon 15,648 32,224 48.6% 3% 5% 56.6%
Mahnomer 384 2,219 17.3% 3% 5% 25.3%
Marshall 978 6,422 15.2% 2% 5% 22.2%

Martin 21,572 34,116 63.2% 3% 5% 71.2%
McLeod 16,971 40,156 42.3% 3% 5% 50.3%
Meeker 4,564 14,873 30.7% 3% 5% 38.7%

Mille Lacs 1,386 17,005 8.2% 1% 5% 14.2%
Morrison 13,187 24772 53.2% 3% 5% 61.2%
Mower 22,581 50,155 45.0% 3% 5% 53.0%
Murray 2,264 6,810 33.3% 3% 5% 41.3%
Nicollet 15,347 32,098 47.8% 3% 5% 55.8%



Nobles
Norman
Olmsted
Otter Tail
Penningtor
Pine
Pipestone
Polk
Pope/Doug
Ramsey
Red Lake
Redwood
Renville
Rice

Rock
Roseau
Scott
Sherburne
Sibley

St. Louis -
Stearns
Steele
Stevens
Swift

Todd
Traverse
Wabasha
Wadena
Waseca
Washingto
Watonwan
Wilkin
Winona
WLSSD
Wright
Yellow Mec

15,015
1,060
61,419
12,531
1,644
4,152
4,098
10,698
12,815
297,822
642
22,376
4,232
55,779
2,633
9,237
63,174
32,874
6,325
61,440
97,523
46,513
1,599
3,328
18,549
828
13,768
6,119
36,160
88,934
2,087
1,082
30,905
56,747
16,422
2,256

25,886
4,536
156,171
46,714
13,662
24,442
9,481
28,329
42,103
671,751
2,300
31,037
14,689
103,921
7,573
19,651
138,528
76,261
13,273
118,506
174,567
78,287
8,041
9,314
30,895
2,624
23,823
14,952
45,106
191,442
12,365
3,568
61,637
124,453
74,844
7,823

Metro Area 1,442,044 3,357,862
Greater Mil 1,147,910 2,569,089
Minnesota 2,589,954 5,926,951

58.0%
23.2%
39.3%
26.8%
12.0%
17.0%
43.2%
37.8%
30.4%
44.3%
27.9%
72.1%
28.8%
53.7%
34.8%
47.0%
45.6%
43.1%
47.6%
51.8%
55.9%
59.4%
19.9%
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Xcel Energy (NSP) and Blue Earth
County Environmental Services‘

{PECIAL ONE

Lamp
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Small Businesses

Thursday, July 30 g
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 pxitc

Blue Earth County
Household Hazardous Waste Facility
651 Summit Avenue, Mankato

« Xcel Energy (NSP) will pay for disposing of up to
10 bulbs from small businesses that are Xcel
Energy (NSP) customers. Proof of an Xcel Energy
(NSP) account — such as a copy of your bill — is
required.

e This is a one-time special event for businesses.
No other kinds of waste will be accepted.

e Xcel Energy (NSP) customers with more than
10 bulbs and non-Xcel Energy (NSP) customers
may also dispose of bulbs.

Fees
4 foot and shorter - 45¢
Over 4 foot - 65¢
U-shaped, circular and compact bulbs - 65¢
High Intensity discharge (HID) lights are $2.50
. Make Checks Payable To: RRI

Disposing of fluorescent .and = HID
(high-intensity discharge) lamps in landfills is
now illegal in Minnesota. Disposing of them
properly helps limit the amount of mercury
entering our environment. To help provide
environmentally sound disposal options, Xcel
Energy (NSP) and Blue Earth County are
vyy_o'rki_ng together on famp collection programs.

@ Xcel Energy

NORTHERN STATES POWER

BLUE EARTH
COUNTY

QUESTIONS?
Call Blue Earth County Environmental Services

Box up those bulbs

" Businesses may take

Please see INFORMER, Page B3

advantage of reduced-rate
recycling for fluorescent
bulbs 9 am. to 1 p.m.
Thursday at Blue Earth
County ~ Household
Hazardous Waste Facility,
651 Summit Ave.

Customers of Xcel Energy
will not be charged a fee for
their first 10 bulbs if they
bring along a copy of their
most current bill.

It is illegal to dispose of
fluorescent bulbs, high
intensity discharge lamps,
and other mercury contain-
ing lights in the trash; they
must be recycled according

" to Minnesota law.

Reduced recycling fees
are: 45 cents for 4-foot and
shorter bulbs; 65 cents for
those longer than 4 feet, U-
shaped and circular bulbs;
and $2.50 for HID lights. All
checks should be made
payable to RRL.

‘No other types of wastes
will be accepted at the bulb
collection.

For more information, call
Blue Earth County Waste
and Recycling Hotline at
304-4242.

507-304-4242 &

The Free Press / Monday, July 27, 2009



JuLy 26, 2009 « PARADE

2l The Push to Expand Bottle | Bills

Smce the fi rst “botﬂe bm" was enacted in Oregon aImost “We beheve the best bottie Iaws encourage recyclmgof all
40 years ago, 10 states have passed similar. laws and *“containers, do not hurt oonsumers, and do not favor spe-

seven more are considering them. The laws add 5 or

10 cents to the price of a beverage, which

consumers get back when they recycle the . §

bottle. States with such laws have seen
recycling rates jump—reaching as high as
80%. But patchwork efforts to require de-
posits on botties and cans have resulted in
a confusing mishmash of laws that fail to
cover.many types of containers.:

Somestat&srequiredepositsonspeciﬁc'

beverages, while other drinks are exempt-
ed—even if they are packaged in identical
bottles or cans. New York, for example, re-

- cently tightened the state deposit law to apply to water
bottles, but it exempted noncarbonated beverages con-

taining added sugar, such as energy drinks.

Bottled-water producers say that isn‘t fair—or efficient.

c;ahnterests, saysleJefferyCEOofNesﬂeWatefsNorm

America. Many beverage-industry leaders

_prefer programs like curbside pickup that

target all kinds of recyclables. (State legisla-
tors in Delaware agree—they recently voted
to repeal the state’s 25-year-old bottie bill)

But environmentalists point to the-high
success rate of bottle bills and note that

' - pationwide deposit programs can succeed

along with curbside recycling. This spring,

. Rep. Ed Markey (D., Mass.) introduced a bill

to set a 5-cent deposit on all beverage con-
tainers nationwide. Markey says it would

“reduce our thirst for imported oil, support jobs in the
recycling industry, and Keep carbon dioxide in our soft
drinks rather than in our atmosphere.” Should we have a
national bottle bill? Vote at Parade.com/bottles
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B It's hoped that buying
the facility would allow
the waste-to-power
program to continue

by Elizabeth Nelson
Staff-writer

Withlessthanthree weeks
to go,-Elk River’s Resource
Recovery  Technologies
(RRT) and Great River
Energy (GRE} are scram-
bling to find a solution to
keep RRT’s doors open and
GRE’s sole source of fuel
flowing.

RRT has explored several
ways to extend its life now
that Hennepin County and

Elk River, MN 55330 - Vol. 137 N0. 30 - SLOO < 763-441-3500 « wwWw.erstarnews.com
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ELKRIVER

Tri-County Solid Waste
have alternative plans for
their waste, but has. yet to
finalize a working plan to
guarantee their continued
existence, )
GRE, the user of the
refuse derived fuel (RDF)
that’s prepared from gar-
bage waste, is looking at
buying out: RRT's assets.
GRE officials told the
Star News on Thursday
they were finalizing a let-
ter of intent to purchase
the facility from RRT. GRE
currently owns 15 percent.
If this goes through, it’s
believed GRE and RRT will

be able to work through-the
remainder of the year, said
Tim- Steinbeck, the mian-
ager of GREs Elk River
Station,
In the meantime, GRE
could work -with waste
haulers'and counties to try
and get new contraets;
“(This) extension will
help bridge to full capacity
again,” Steinbeck-said.
Even though nothing is
set.in stone, Steinbeck said
he’s optimistic about the
future of the facility.
“Although. we haven’t
worked out all the details,
we're feeling optimistic

OTSEGO

GRE drafts plan t

ike Master and Katie

Jesperson win big at Elk

_RogeRs

ZIMMERMAN

that we'll be able to work
out an agreement by the
end of the year,” Steinbeck
said.

Meanwhile, officials for
the counties of Sherburne
and Anoka are waiting i
the wings; hopeful some-
thing’ ¢an be worked out
as an Aug. 19 deadline
looms’ larger by the day.
That's: when erucial work-
ing agreements expire.

Ancka county sends 90
percentofits garbage to the
Elk: River plant, according
to Steve Novak, the gov-
ernmental services division
manager for Anoka county.

“It’s a good policy to burn
the garbage and convert
it into electricity and we
don’t want this to end.”

RRT employees have been
put on notice of the ramifi-
cations of ‘not having. con-
tract: extentions in place
by this date. The ramifica-
tions of an entirely new
arrangement would have
to be worked out.

Contracts bring fuel

to burn for electricity

_ Togétafullerunderstand-
ing of where GRE and RRT
is today, one must first look

River Open. & 10

purchase RRT

back almost 20 years.

In 1989, 20-year con-
tracts were signed between
Sherburne and Hennepin
counties and Tri-County,
which is the western por-
tion of Sherburne, and
Benton and Stearns coun-
ties,

These contracts ensured
garbage haulers from
those areas would bring a
percentage of their waste
to the Elk River Resource
Recovery facility to be
turned into RDF.

This fuel is then used

GRE to page 5



